
 
Absences: For extended absences, please call the Faith Formation 
Office so that we are aware that you wish your child to remain enrolled in 
the program for the current year.  
 
Arrival and Departure: At dismissal time, a parent or older sibling 
must come into the building to pick up Pre-K through 2nd Grade children.  
All children should wait for parents away from the flow of traffic in the 
parking lot. 
 
Classroom Environment: 
Our safety procedures and the guidelines that have been developed 
by the Diocese of Rochester include fire drills, posting of building evacua-
tion procedures and instructions for young people for when the catechist 
is called from the room.  
Young people with special needs, medical conditions and food aller-
gies will be helped in any way we can to participate fully in class ac-
tivities.  Parents are asked to provide any information and strategies that 
will help their children have a positive experience in our program. 
No use of cell phones or other electronic devices is allowed by stu-
dents during class. 
Disruptive behavior in the classroom will be dealt with by classroom 
management techniques, but if the behavior persists, the catechist may 
send the young person to the school office and parents may be notified. 

 
Creating a Safe Environment (CASE):   
Volunteers and staff:  Our Catholic tradition has always taught that 
the human body is sacred, and that all people are made in the image and 
likeness of God.  Because we know that our work with your children is a 
sacred trust, we have fully implemented the US Catholic bishops’ The 
Charter and Norms for the Protection of Children and Young People by 
conducting background checks on all Church employees and volunteers 
who work with children, youth or vulnerable adults.  Adult and teen volun-
teers also agree to and sign a Code of Conduct, copies of which are post-
ed in the school building.  
 
CASE Diocesan Newsletters: The Diocese of Rochester publishes a 
quarterly newsletter for families about keeping their children safe and 
where to find helpful resources, which will be emailed to all families en-
rolled in our program, or sent by mail if no email address is available. 
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Dear Parents, 
 
 Welcome to all our students and families!  Our catechists and I 
are  happy to be partners with you in handing down the gift of faith 
that we received from our own parents and grandparents. The 
teachings and traditions of the Catholic Church and its two thou-
sand year history are a precious legacy.   
 
     Parents are the first and best educators of their children.  Our 
program is designed to help families impart this gift of faith by offer-
ing catechesis (religious education) in an age-appropriate class-
room setting and to empower parents and guardians to fulfill the 
promise they made at each child’s infant baptism, to bring up the 
child in the Catholic faith and to live and grow into our teachings 
and traditions. 
 
     Participation in Sunday Mass, all year round and on Holy Days 
of Obligation, is essential to the faith formation of our children and 
families, and is the central component of our parish Faith For-
mation program. We celebrate the Eucharist as the source and the 
summit of our Catholic Faith, as the real presence of Jesus Christ.  
What we teach the children in Faith Formation classes makes 
sense to them only in the context of their faith being lived at home 
and by celebrating the Mass with their families. 
   
     We ask your cooperation in our partnership by reinforcing at 
home what we teach and by signing the covenant on the Faith For-
mation registration form to affirm your commitment to our partner-
ship.  Please return the signed Faith Formation registration form by 
September 9th; or call/email to let us know you will attend, 
and bring it to the Family Meeting and Opening Session on 
Sunday, September 15th at 10 am in the Holy Family Gym.   
      
     Please feel free to contact the Faith Formation Office, We are 
located in the rectory at 85 North Street. Hours are Monday 
through Thursday, 10:00 am to 4:30 pm, phone (315) 252-9576, 
Ext. 16; email Barbara.Quinn@dor.org. 
 
     The school office, located in Room 3 on the first floor of the 
school, is open on Sunday mornings during Pre-K to 6th Grade 
Faith Formation classes. 

       
Blessings,  
Barbara Quinn 
Faith Formation Coordinator 

 

      
 

LIVING AND LEARNING OUR CATHOLIC FAITH 
 

Weekly classes for Pre-Kindergarten through 6th grade take 
place on Sundays in the school building from 10 to 11 am. They 
begin after the 9 am Mass. Each week during the Faith Formation 
school year, a different grade is asked to bring up the gifts of bread 
and wine in the Offertory Procession at the 9 am Mass. All classes 
also participate in special children’s Masses.  A calendar of class 
dates, with Offertory Procession and Class Mass dates, is enclosed 
with this handbook. 
Youth Ministry for 7th graders and up: The Youth Group meets 
monthly on Sunday evenings from 5:30 to 7:00 pm. in the school, 
Room 2. 
Liturgy of the Word for Children during the 9:00 am Mass takes 
place in church on the Sundays when Faith Formation classes are in 
session.  It is open to all children ages 4 and up who are attending 
that Mass. Visitors are welcome. 
  
Sacramental Preparation Programs:   
Two three-week series of classes for First Penance/Reconciliation 
and for First Eucharist are scheduled at the same time as the Sun-
day morning Faith Formation classes, during late winter and spring.  
Confirmation preparation spans two years, with separate ses-
sions for each year of preparation.  The sacrament of Confirmation is 
celebrated at the end of 9th grade with other parishes in the Auburn 
area.    
     Letters are sent a month before programs begin to families whose 
children are eligible to celebrate these sacraments during the current 
school year, 2nd grade for First Penance and First Eucharist, 8th for 
Confirmation.  According to diocesan guidelines, the child should 
have attended Faith Formation in a parish program, Catholic school, 
or approved home study the year before and the year during which 
the sacrament is celebrated. If a child has numerous absences from 
Faith Formation without making up the work, we may ask you to 
postpone his or her celebrating sacraments due to missing weeks of 
basic catechesis.         
 
Attendance: 
Regular and on-time attendance by students is essential to 
maintain interest and develop a sense of belonging to the communi-
ty.  Enrollment and regular attendance in a Faith Formation program 
is also required for sacramental preparation and for participation in 
the Catholic Youth Organization (CYO).  
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