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Parish Office 
315-252-9576 

Office Hours 

Monday -Thursday  
9:00-5:00 

Closed on Fridays 

 

Pastor Ext. 10 

Fr. John Gathenya  

          

Secretary Ext. 14 

Karen Brennan 

Faith Formation  

Ext. 16 

 

Acting Pastoral  

Minister Ext. 15 

Helen Delaney 

Pastoral Council 

Chair 

Liza Kelly - Acting 

Finance Council 

Chair 

Robert Ringwood 

Co-Chair 

Laurie Piccolo 

 

St. Joseph School 

253-8327 

Interim Principal 

Jim Tauzel 

 

Weekend Mass 

Schedule 

Saturday: 4:30 pm 

Sunday: 9:00 am & 
11:15 am 

Reconciliation 

Saturday: 3:30 pm 

 

Baptisms  

By appointment. 
Class July 18th, 
6:30pm  Call to  

register. 

 

Marriages 

By Appointment 
 
auburnholyfamily.org  

and 

facebook.com/
auburnholyfamily 

A Farmer as a Symbolic image of Lived Christian Life! 

A thought crossed my mind while reminiscing an eight years old experience! It was on a Sunday 
afternoon (July 4 weekend) at Mr. Tom O'Neal's farm in Weedsport among his whole extended 
family! It was such a gracious occasion filled with laughter, joy, and sharing in the “big family meal.” 
We had everything we needed to eat and we “dug in” to our satisfaction--l am ever grateful for that 
invitation especially the family setting. While l was there, l had a "Deja Vu", a recall of a familiar 
wonderful memory of my past life-experience as a son of a farmer, a life that l have always taken 
pride in, a life that reminds me of my family farm where all my sisters and brothers were reared, 
nurtured and raised. There is much comparison between a farmer's and Christian life. A good farmer 
learns how to Welcome seasons, seedlings, and newly born animals and birds; the hands of a farmer 
are full of care, compassion and nurtures new beginnings and vulnerable life, hands that 
tend patiently to plants and animals; did you know that a farmer in each season waits with hope and 
expectation that the yield with be great; l remember as a young farmer learning how  to separate 
plants from weeds; a farmer knows how to bring and rejoice in every healing, and above all, at 
harvest time, he gathers his family and friends to celebrate and thank God for a good year with a 
big and wonderful meal. Just like a farmer, Christian life revolves in welcoming, caring and 
nurturing, planning and tending, rejoicing and healing, it is life full of hope and expectation, a life of 
gratitude to God's guidance and presence, a life that we look forward to God's great harvest when 
He will reward us with everlasting friendship and life. Surprise, surprise, Tom has several goats in his 
farm! And l always “reminded” the goats that “l will be back!” Do you know when? Around 
Thanksgiving and do not ask why?  

Even Jesus Christ, in his teaching ministry, used examples drawn from farming so that he would bring 
closer to the people the true meaning of Kingdom of God, for example, the parables of the sower, 
wheat and weed, tenant and vineyard, vine and the branches, fig tree, mustard seed, riches and 
camel, separation of sheep and goats, etc In the footstep of Jesus Christ, the Church continues to 
teach, proclaim, protect, safeguard, perpetuate the same values of the Kingdom especially the truth, 
love, peace, justice, compassion and care, human dignity, equality, responsibility, accountability and 
God’s presence. These values define the work and mission of the Parish Pastoral council, Finance 
Council, Liturgy Committee, Parish life Committee, Clothes Closet, Lunches with Love, Stewardship 
committee, Faith Formation and all ministries and volunteers in Holy Family Community.  As we 
begin a New Fiscal year, I am so grateful to our Parish Pastoral Council here at Holy Family; they 
have always taken the frontline in assisting me to plan, strategize, and effect all the pastoral 
decisions that we have made for the good and welfare of our parish.  We have been blessed with a 
great Finance Council, Building and Grounds committee, and renewed parish fundraising team! All 
of you have been wise stewards entrusted with the mission of taking good care of our parish. If we 
think of Sunday Mass as a sacred drama with two or three acts, several scenes, numerous props and 
a cast composed of presider, deacon, assembly, servers, lectors, Eucharistic ministers, hospitality 
ministers and a choir, it is easy to see the reason for the rise and spread of parish liturgy committees 
since the Second Vatican Council. We thank also our Holy Family Liturgy Committee! Someone has to 
plan and put all this together in accordance with the Church’s norms and the people’s needs. But the 
Church’s worship is not just a set of texts and rubrics. Liturgy committees exist principally to enhance 
the living experience of the people of God as they come together in yearning to sustain the vision 
of a kingdom come in Jesus Christ. My primary responsibility as your pastor is always the spiritual 
life of this community. That has many dimensions, but one of the ways of measuring it is by your 
presence and participation in the weekly celebration of the Eucharist.  
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Sunday, July 8 

9:00 am Mel Brown - Estate 

11:15 am  Dr. Sebastian Bentivegna - Bill & Ginger Foley 

Monday, July 9 

12:15 pm  Ray Cuddy - Fr. John, Carole Tomandl & HF Staff 

Tuesday, July 10 

12:15 pm Marion Hamahen - Mike Mancini & Family 

Wednesday, July 11  

12:15 pm Teresa Foster - Family 

                Patricia Kenny - Family 

Thursday, July 12 NO MASS 

Friday, July 13 

12:15 pm  Joan Costello - Joe Bachman 

Saturday, July 14 

4:30 pm Joan E. Morgan - Family 

              Barbara Granville Riester - Joann 

              R. Michael Harmon III - J. Martin Corcoran & Family  

Sunday, July 15 

9:00 am Charles Mettler - Sandi & Family 

11:15 am  Jack & Irene Flaherty - Family 

OUR PARISH THIS WEEK 

Tuesday, July 10 

10:00 -11:00 am - Clothes Closet - School 

Wednesday, July 11 

1:00 pm Flying Novena - after the 12:15 pm Mass at Church 

Thursday, July 12 

6:00 - 7:00 pm Clothes Closet - School 

Saturday, July 14 

3:30 - 4:30 pm Confessions 

God Bless you for your generosity. Your support is needed 

and greatly appreciated.  

OUR THANKS  to Finger Lakes Chimney Sweeps, for sponsoring 

our bulletin this week. 

150th ANNIVERSARY OF ST. MARY’S CHURCH: On August  

15th at 6pm, Bishop Matano will celebrate a Mass to mark the 

150th anniversary of St. Mary's Church. The choir will sing Charles 

Marie Widor's Mass for Two Choirs and Two Organs and other 

festive music, and singers from local churches are invited to join 

them to mark the occasion. Rehearsals begin July 18 at 7pm at St. 

Mary's. For more information and for the sheet music, contact 

philip.fillion@dor.org or 315-252-9545. 

PARISH PICNIC RAFFLE TABLE: If anyone would like to donate 

a basket for our table, please e-mail Tara Simmonds at 

simmonds.tara@yahoo.com or contact her at home at 253-7131. 

Some ideas for the raffle items: movie basket, summer fun basket, 

arts and crafts, sports, cooking, etc. Thank you. 

THE COLLECTION FOR THE CHURCH IN CENTRAL AND 

EASTERN EUROPE will take place this week, July 7th and 8th. 

This collection supports the Church in over 25 countries that are 

still struggling to recover in the aftermath of communist rule. 

Funds from this collection support pastoral care, catechesis, 

building renovations, and seminary formation. Your support 

restores the Church and builds the future in this region. 

Please prayerfully consider how you can support the collection 

next week. More information can be found at         

www.usccb.org/ccee. 

CONSIDER SERVING GOD AND HIS PEOPLE AS A LECTOR 

OR EUCHARISTIC MINISTER: If you have thought of devoting 

time to a ministry, and would like more information, please call or 

email Jennifer Renahan for Lectors at 315-209-0827 or jennifer-

renahan@yahoo.com or Terry Nolan for Eucharistic Ministers at 

315-246-1819 or terrynolan444@yahoo.com. 

TO MY HOLY FAMILY “FAMILY”:  Thank you so much for your 

love, kindness and support all these years and for all the fun and 

laughter, too.  I am very grateful to the Parish Council and Parish 

Life Committee for the wonderful retirement celebration, to Father 

John for his unwavering support for Faith Formation and Youth 

Ministry, to our dedicated helpers in the Faith Formation and CYO 

programs, to all our staff and volunteers, and to our whole parish 

family. 

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP   

 6/24/2018  

Attendance 352   

No. of Envelopes Used 193   

Regular Collection $3,409   

St. Joseph's School $24   

Roof $315   

Fuel & Heat $177   

Catholic Communication $15   

Peter's Pence $688   

PRESERVING OUR TRADITION AS COMMITTED STEWARDS 

TOWARDS NEW ROOF: Over three years ago, we kicked off 

the exciting plan for our Church Roof Renovation. We are so 

thankful to our earliest parishioners for their sacrifices to build a 

beautiful church and school. But 183 years have passed and now 

it is up to us to provide for our current needs and also for the 

needs of those who will come after us. Please join us in this 

exciting and essential effort to better our service to one another, to 

our community and to Christ. Our Roof Campaign Goal is 

$300,000.00. We are proud to announce that (at bulletin 

printing time) we have received over $200,209.00 (66.74%) 

Thank You for your thoughtfulness and generosity! We are 

on our way to a new roof for our Church. But we do need each 

and every family to continue making a pledge/gift for this important 

campaign. Please prayerfully consider how you can participate. 

We are engaged in a long distance race and as we all know, slow 

and steady wins that race. I thank you for helping us enter that 

race and for all the cooperation and generosity which itself is a 

blessing from God so that we might continue to stand together, to 

strive together and serve together in proclaiming the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ in Auburn for many more years to come and together 

remain a beacon of hope in the community of Holy Family! 

    Renovation Fund — Can You Help? 

mailto:philip.fillion@dor.org
mailto:jenniferrenahan@yahoo.com
mailto:jenniferrenahan@yahoo.com
mailto:terrynolan444@yahoo.com
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ALTAR SERVERS 

Saturday , July 14 

4:30 pm C. DeAngelis 

Sunday, July 15 

9:00 am T. Dennis, E. Trupiano, J. White 

11:15 am  L. Sbelgio, N. Sbelgio 

LECTORS 

Saturday , July 14 

4:30 pm A. Lane, A. Seneca 

Sunday, July 15 

9:00 am R. White, E. Nolan 

11:15 am  E. Petrosino, J. Renahan 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Saturday , July 14 

4:30 pm B. DeAngelis, A. Lane, A. Seneca, P. Stolarow 

Sunday, July 15 

9:00 am P. Allen, M. Lavey, S. Marullo, D. Sikora 

Nursing Home Minister: P. Allen 

11:15 am D. Holmes, E. Petrosino, M. Warter, B. Wilson 

SOUP KITCHEN SCHEDULE for July 14, SS PETER & JOHN 

CHURCH: Carol Kenny, Margaret Liberatore, Ed Nolan, Christine 

Siddall, Tammy Yoensky. 

“FLYING NOVENA” at HOLY FAMILY!  St. Mother Teresa would 

often pray what she called the “Flying Novena” whenever big 

problems or difficulties arose. This novena will continue every 

Wednesday after the 12:15pm Mass. All are welcome! (Copies of 

the prayer will be provided.) 

Tyburn Academy of Mary Immaculate is seeking host families 

for Foreign Exchange Students who will be attending Tyburn in 

the 2018-2019 school year.  For more information, please call  

315-252-2937. 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH PICNIC 

SUNDAY, August 5, 2018 

Come join us at the Auburn Correctional Recreational Facility for 

Mass at 11:15 am followed by our annual picnic. The parish will 

provide hamburgers, hotdogs, rolls, iced tea, lemonade and paper 

products. Please select what you would like to bring from the list 

below and drop it into the collection basket. Any questions, please 

contact Bill or Sandy Tonzi at 252-8441. Hope to see you there! 

Potato/Macaroni Salad____________ Baked Beans_________ 

Fresh Fruit or Veggies_______ _____ Snacks______________ 

Tossed Salad/Other_________ ____  Dessert______________ 

Name______________________________________________ 

Number Attending______ 

Can you help out? ______         Phone No: ———————— 

Need a ride? ___________        Phone No: ———————— 
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I look forward to celebrating the Eucharist with you each week 

because so many of you serve in our various ministries which help 

to make our celebrations so joyful. The weekly Eucharist is our 

most important action as a community and it is so important for us 

as Catholic Christians to come together to pray for our needs and 

those of our community. I encourage you to be a prayerful 

community. The demands of our schedules often cause us to face 

conflicts but making room for God is so important for us-it should 

be a priority. My great apostle Saint Paul once wrote that he 

proclaims the gospel "…when convenient or inconvenient". I 

believe his attitude is a good example to follow especially with the 

celebration of the Eucharist. 

I also thank the Parish Life Committee for their desire and passion 

to develop and foster activities, programs and services which will 

enhance parish life by building a faithful, vibrant and welcoming 

parish community. They work tirelessly to enhance interaction 

among parishioners and strengthen the parish community. Over 

my seven years here I have seen scores of individuals give of their 

time and talent as volunteers in this parish. I am grateful (and 

inspired) by the zeal and joy, talent and love that so many of you 

have brought to serving our parish. Your names and roles are too 

numerous to mention! I deeply appreciate the hands, hearts, spirit 

and sometimes sweat that is offered for the benefit of our parish 

and parishioners. Your time, talent and treasure are truly 

appreciated! 

I have always enjoyed reading the thoughts of Philip J. Murnion, in 

“Parish Renewal” where he says that “We find there are many 

styles of good pastoring. Some good pastors are good teachers, 

some are good liturgists. Some have good organizational abilities, 

while others are remarkable for their one-to-one care. Still others 

are strong community builders, while others have a knack for 

hospitality that supports the efforts and the leadership of others.  

There is no one style of good pastoring, yet there are some 

common qualities. Good pastors seem to have a confident sense 

of direction. Aware of their own abilities and of their own 

weaknesses, they have a good notion of what a parish can be. 

Second, good pastors care about their people. They show respect 

for their experience and abilities of people and are as ready to 

listen as to speak. They listen carefully and really hear what 

people are saying. Third, good pastors are able to share decision 

making and leadership. Their strength evokes the strength of 

others. Weak pastors evoke the weaknesses of others, their 

tendency to dependency, pettiness or divisiveness. Fourth, good 

pastors seem to be interested in both the developments in 

theology and the life of the larger church beyond their parishes.” I 

do not claim to be the best pastor, but with all of you in councils, 

ministries and volunteers, we can become good leaders, and 

specifically you can journey with me to be your good pastor 

sharing all the goodness of a FARMER, and building God’s 

Kingdom in Holy Family community! Peace and hope in Jesus 

Christ, Fr. John 

HAIL MARY FULL OF GRACE...please kneel down 

after Mass and pray three Hail Mary’s for the next    

parishioner who dies. 
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