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The Mother Church of Auburn 

85 North Street, Auburn, New York 13021 phone 315-252-9576 
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May 26, 2019 
Sixth Sunday of Easter  

Parish Office 
315-252-9576 
 

Office Hours 

Monday -Tuesday 
9:00-4:00 

Thursday 9:00-3:00 

Closed on Wednes-
days & Fridays 
 

Pastor Ext. 10 

Fr. John Gathenya  

          

Faith Formation & 
Parish Secretary 
Ext. 14 

Kathy Timerson 
 

Faith Formation  

Coordinator- Ext. 16 

Barbara Quinn  

 

Pastoral Minister 
Ext. 13 

Helen Delaney 

 

Pastoral Council 

Chair Liza Kelly 

  

Finance Council 
Chair 

Richard Nestor 
 

St. Joseph School 

253-8327 

Principal 

Mary Jo Keba 
 

Weekend Mass 

Schedule 

Saturday: 4:30 pm 

Sunday: 9:00 am & 
11:15 am 

Reconciliation 

Saturday: 3:30 pm 

 

Baptisms  

By appointment. Call 
to register. 

 

Marriages 

By Appointment 
 
auburnholyfamily.org  

and 

facebook.com/
auburnholyfamily 

Clustering:  Part One 
 

The parishes of Auburn and Northern Cayuga County have been meeting monthly since the summer of 2017 in 

an attempt to respond to a letter of 2 May 2017 addressed to all the pastors of the area by Bishop Salvatore 

Matano. The big question of the planning process was the reconfiguration of the parishes in Auburn and 

Northern Cayuga County. On May 13, the Feast of our Lady of Fatima, the bishop made a formal 

announcement that Cluster Two; Holy Family, St. Alphonsus, Sacred Heart/St Ann becomes effective on 

June 25th, 2019 under the direction and Leadership of Rev. Fathers Michael Brown and John Gathenya. 

The process of parish reorganization has highlighted the considerable challenges before us: changing 

demographics in our cities and rural areas: over the years Auburn Community has experienced dramatic shifts 

in population and beyond doubt a rapid or steady decline in parishioners. Also a decline in the number of 

active priests in the diocese of Rochester. And last, financial challenges affecting a sizable percentage of 

parishes whereby they either are unable to provide necessary and important pastoral care because of limited 

funds or providing pastoral care with a resultant failure to pay operating expenses. The costs of operating 

parishes and funding ministries are escalating rapidly and parishes can gain economies of scale by 

collaborating with other parishes. With the ongoing planning process, it became clear that the decisions now 

being announced were necessary if we are to meet the challenges we face and to ensure vibrant faith 

communities for the future of Auburn Catholic Community and Northern Cayuga 

This term “Clustering” reflects two or more parishes being served by more than one priest and where the staff 

work together to coordinate the different areas of parish ministry. Sometimes this type of joint activity may 

serve as a step towards the merging of the parishes involved in future. Merged Parishes takes place when two 

or more parishes join together to form a new parish corporation. Usually this results with a new name for the 

parish with a consolidation of the assets and liabilities of the parishes involved. A merger may result in 

centering all parish activities at one site or two or more buildings may be used as a worship site for Mass or 

other parish activities. THEREFORE, WE ARE CLUSTERING BUT NOT MERGING. The clustering, however, does 

not necessarily eliminate the autonomy of the individual parishes. While the cluster arrangement creates the 

opportunity for collaborative staffing, structures and ministries, “the parishes continue to function as 

individual canonical entities as well as civil corporations. Under the plan, the three local parishes will 

determine how they will work together and what services they will share. For example, one parish might have 

a stronger program for those converting to Catholicism, another might be stronger in a community outreach 

program, such as a feeding program. By combining resources, more people could be better served. But 

parishes would remain separate and independent under such arrangements. 

The biggest challenge will be adjusting to the obvious changes, such as Mass schedules. With only two priests 

on staff, the FOUR churches will be limited to a total of 6-8 Masses MAXIMUM each weekend. But I am 

confident that members of all three parishes will eventually embrace the changes as the best way to sustain 

and advance the mission of the Catholic Church in the face of the priest shortage. The consolidation of Mass 

schedules is guided by two basic principles: First, the people must be made aware that no priest is permitted 

to celebrate more than three Masses on any given Sunday, or four in the weekend. (This does not include 

weddings and funerals.) In fact, priests must receive permission from the diocesan bishop if the limit of three 

Sunday Masses or four on a weekend is exceeded (see Canon 905). Even though an individual priest might be  

(continued on page three) 
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Sunday, May 26 

  9:00 am  Carl J. Yoensky—Tammy Yoensky  

11:15 am  Deceased Members of the Brooks’ Family—Family 

Monday, May 27 

12:15 pm  Valerie Usowski—Sandy & Bill Tonzi & family 

Tuesday, May 28 

12:15 pm  Susan Buehler—Mary 

Wednesday, May 29 

10:15 am Mass at Fingerlakes Center 

12:15 pm  NO MASS 

  5:30 pm Vigil Mass 

               Barbara Foster-Dellostritto—Family 

Thursday, May 30 Feast of the Ascension  

12:15 pm Alfonso Salva—H. F. Bereavement 

  5:30 pm Myron Mosley—Estate 

Friday, May 31 

12:15 pm Deceased Members of the Holmes Family—Family 

Saturday, June 1 

  4:30 pm Lavinia Baruch—Ida & Jerry Slaski 

Sunday, June 2 

  9:00 am  Bill Dolan—Bill & Sandy Tonzi  

11:15 am  Deceased Members of the Healy Family—Family 

 

 SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND will be  for St. 

Joseph’s School.  

_______ 

 

HOLY FAMILY’S CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL (CMA): 

As of May 17, 2019, 151 of our total 504 households have 

committed themselves and offered $25,668 which is 73.18% of 

our total goal of $35,076. Thank you all for your sacrifices. We 

have decided to take a second collection this weekend, May 

25/26 and your past generosity gives me confidence to 

once more ask for your further assistance in meeting our 

goal Remember the deadline is May 31st and we cannot 

meet our goal without your care, love and generosity. Thank you 

for all that you do to minister our parish community! Fr. John 

_______ 

 

God Bless you for your generosity. Your support is needed 

and greatly appreciated.  

_______ 

 

OUR THANKS to Synergy Contracting for sponsoring our 

bulletin this week. 

_______ 

FAITH FORMATION UPDATES:  

Sunday, June 2 Confirmation Y2 meeting from 5-7 pm  

_____ 

 

SEND IN YOUR GRADUATE’S NAME FOR 

BACCALAUREATE RECOGNITION:  

To honor all 2019 Holy Family graduates, we are planning a 

prayer for graduates at all the Masses the weekend of June 

22nd & 23rd. A congratulatory bulletin announcement will list 

all parishioners who are graduating this year, including eighth 

grade and high school graduates, and recipients of degrees 

for college undergraduate and post-graduate work. Please 

contact Barbara Quinn at the Rectory 315.252.9576 ext. 16 or 

email Barbara.Quinn@dor.org, by June 17 with the name of 

the graduate and school, and for college, the degree and 

subject. 

_______ 

 

THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL 207  have chosen 

to donate and present the picture of the Holy Family of Jesus, 

Mary and Joseph to us on May 26th at the 9.00 am Mass. They 

will also sponsor a reception immediately after the mass in our 

School gym! All are invited to this gracious event and thanks 

to the Knights of Columbus Council 207.   

_______ 

 

ST. JOSEPH’S SCHOOL will be hosting a pasta dinner 

on Tuesday, June 4, 2019 from 5pm-7pm at the Knights of 

Columbus 47 Market Street Auburn.  This delicious meal will 

be cooked by members of CIAO (Cultural Italian American 

Organization).  Dinner will consist of pasta, meatballs, salad, 

bread and dessert.   Cost is $8.00/$6.00 children 12 and 

under.  Proceeds will benefit the 6th, 7th & 8th grade class trip. 

_______ 

 

THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS, FOURTH DEGREE will be 

sponsoring the Annual Memorial Day Mass at the Altar in St. 

Joseph’s Cemetery, Lake Ave., Auburn on May 27th at 9:00 

am.  In case of inclement weather, the Memorial Mass will be 

moved to St. Mary’s Church, 15 Clark St., Auburn and will be 

at 9:30 am. 

_______ 

 

THANK YOU for your generous support for our Lenten 

collections! You contributed $1673.80 for Lunches with Love 

and $697.80 to Operation Rice Bowl. Twenty-five per cent of 

Rice Bowl contributions come back to Holy Family for Lunches 

with Love. 

OUR PARISH THIS WEEK  

Monday, May 27  

Office Closed for Memorial Day  

Tuesday, May 28 

10-11 am Clothes Closet 

10-11 am Lunches with Love 

Thursday, May 30 

6-7 pm Clothes Closet 

7:00 pm—Choir Practice 

Saturday, June 1 

3:30 - 4:30 pm Confessions 

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP   

            5/19/2019     

Attendance               307                   

Regular Collection     $3489.80   

2nd collection (Diocesan Missions)    $685.00  

Fuel & Heat                 $63.00  

Roof Fund               $115.00           

Catholic Home Mission Appeal         $5.00   

mailto:Barbara.Quinn@dor.org
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(continued from page 1) 

willing to do more on a given weekend, this cannot be expected 

or required on a regular basis. Second, consideration must be 

given to the best use of the seating capacity of the parish 

church. This is made clear in the liturgical instruction 

Eucharisticum mysterium, issued by the Vatican in 1967. The 

Apostolic See discourages the multiplication of Masses when a 

church is large enough to accommodate all the faithful. Multiple 

Masses attended by a few, and small group Masses on the 

Lord’s Day tend to detract from the value of the Eucharist as a 

sign and source of ecclesial unity. The weekend Mass schedule 

for a community of parishes must be consolidated according to 

these principles. Ideally, at the end of this process, the 

weekend Mass schedule for the community of parishes can be 

easily done by two priests: the pastor and the parochial vicar. 

The incredible sacrifices made by our foremothers and fathers 

continue to inspire us. The challenges we face are different 

from theirs, but we must be willing to tackle them with the same 

courage that our ancestors in the faith demonstrated. Accepting 

the need for parish reorganization is one of these challenges 

and a severe one. Today, I appeal to you to accept the 

decisions of our parish reorganization in the spirit of faith, hope 

and love. I ask you to reach out to one another in loving 

prayerful support. It is essential that we be fully aware of the 

great sacrifice that some of our people are being called to 

make, especially those whose parishes are losing a priest and 

Mass!  We need to be in solidarity with them. We need to 

understand anger, hurt and disillusionment, to be in no undue 

hurry to shortcut the phases of grieving, but at the same time to 

be ministers of reconciliation and healing. Jesus calls us to 

follow him. Being a follower means a willingness to change, to 

leave things behind. Our parishes of Sacred Heart/ Saint Ann, 

St. Alphonsus and Holy Family are embarking on major change. 

With confidence, we turn to God in prayer. Through the 

intercession of our Blessed Lady, may our hearts be open to 

the gifts of the Holy Spirit, so that the life of Christ will always 

flourish in our Cluster. Fr. John 

_______ 

 

ROOF RENOVATION FUND: Our Roof Campaign Goal is 

$300,000.00. We are proud to announce that at the bulletin 

printing time we have received $214,247.00 (71.42%). Thank 

you for what you have sacrificed to contribute towards this 

Campaign!  

_______ 

 

SPONSOR A STUDENT’S CATHOLIC EDUCATION!    Please 

join the 23rd Annual Catholic Schools Golf Classic with Golf & 

Games on Monday, June 24th at The Links at Greystone.  

Proceeds from the tournament directly benefit the 2019-2020 

Education Hardship Fund. You will receive a special School/

Parish discounted golf rate of $600 per foursome, which 

includes all greens fees and carts, a BBQ lunch, 2 drink tickets 

per person as well as 4 tickets to the Awards Dinner. We are 

again including a lawn game competitions for those who do not 

golf. The School/Parish rate is $250 for a team of four.   

Please register at dorschools.org/golf or contact Sharon at 585-

328-3228 x1294 for further information. Many sponsorship 

levels are available.  Please join the fun! 

_______ 

 

BEHIND THE SCENES AT HOLY FAMILY:  Last November 11 

(Veterans’ Day) our Parish Life Committee honored all Veterans 

by passing out small plastic “soldiers” to remind us to pray for all 

the men and women who have served our Country.  Now on May 

27 we honor the men and women who have given their life in the 

service of our Country.  In last week’s Gospel, Jesus said to His 

apostles “Love one another as I have loved you”.  Should not 

these men and women, who so loved the United States of 

America and died serving, defending and protecting our freedoms 

be “Thanked and Remembered” with our prayers on this 

Memorial Day!  We can honor all these fallen heroes by attending 

Mass Monday May 27th at St. Joseph’s Cemetery at 9:00 am, if 

rain at 9:30 am at St. Mary’s or at Holy Family at 12:15pm.  God’s 

blessing to all. 

_______ 

 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK;  Mary Adams, Caroline 

Blowers,  Mark Cole, Sue Daly, Tim Daly, Gina DelPiano, Mary 

Dygert, Ginny Elardo, Michael Fronzek, Robert Gallagher, Mary 

Guido, Carter Hergert, Caleb Jones, Joanne Komanecky, 

Elizabeth Lane, Frances Lane, Kathryn Malek, Stephen L. Norris, 

Jim O’Connor, Joan Petrucelli, Siobhan Phillippe, Jean Redmond, 

Roberta Slayton, Leonard Smith, Stacy, Bill Tonzi,  those listed in 

our Book of Petitions and those serving our country: LCpl 

Brian Baxter USMC, Capt. Gregory Baxter USMC, Capt. DJ 

Benzing USAF, LtCol Joseph E. Brooks USAF, PFC Earl Doyle 

Jr. USA, Sgt Tom Ellis Sr. USA, SSgt Angel Gonzalez USA, Cpl 

Eddie Gonzalez USMC, Pvt Zachary Gonzalez USMC, CWO4 

Roger Graf USA, 1SGT Zachary Howell USA, Sgt James 

Johnson USMC,  SFC Jason Mero USA, Pvt Justin Miller USA, 

E3 David Mirales US Navy. 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

Sat. June 1 

 4:30 pm   AS     C. Duffy; K. Duffy 

                   L     A. Seneca; A. Lane 

     EM    G. Bennett; J. Madden; S. Marullo; A. Seneca 

Sun. June 2 

 9:00 am    AS   C. DeAngelis; A. Stotler 

       L    S. Nedza; R. Staehr 

                  EM   B. DeAngelis; D. Walsh; D. Sikora; S. Marullo 

      Nursing Home Minister: S. Marullo 

 

11:15 am   AS 

        L   E. Petrosino: F. Netti 

     EM   R. White; B. Wilson; D. Holmes; E. Petrosino 

http://dorschools.org/golf
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