
HOLY FAMILY CHURCH 
The Mother Church of Auburn 

85 North Street, Auburn, New York 13021 phone 315-252-9576, cell 315-246-3112 

E-Mail aholyfam@dor.org 

November 4, 2018 
The Thirty-First Sunday In Ordinary Time 

Parish Office 
315-252-9576 

 

Office Hours 

Monday -Thursday  
9:00-5:00 

Closed on Fridays 

 

Pastor Ext. 10 

Fr. John Gathenya  

          

Secretary Ext. 14 

Karen Brennan 

 

Faith Formation  

Coordinator- Ext. 16 

Barbara Quinn  

Faith Formation 
Secretary– Ext. 16 

Kathy Timerson 

 

Pastoral Minister 
Ext. 13 

Richard White 

 

Pastoral Council 

Chair Liza Kelly 

  

Finance Council 
Chair 

Richard Nestor 

 

St. Joseph School 

253-8327 

Principal 

Mary Jo Keba 

 

Weekend Mass 

Schedule 

Saturday: 4:30 pm 

Sunday: 9:00 am & 
11:15 am 

Reconciliation 

Saturday: 3:30 pm 

 

Baptisms  

By appointment. Call 
to register. 

 

Marriages 

By Appointment 
 
auburnholyfamily.org  

and 

facebook.com/
auburnholyfamily 

  Stewardship Part One: Welcoming 

The choice and purchase of a home is one of the most significant decisions that a person or a couple 
will ever make. To do so they put many factors into consideration: How much does it cost? Is it large 
enough to meet our family's needs? How well is it built? What kind of neighborhood is it in? Does it 
have a warm and homey atmosphere? Is it conducive to hospitality! What about when people and 
families are seeking for a church that would be truly THEIR HOME! Each week there are people who 
come to Mass here at Holy Family whom I have never seen before. Some are visiting from out of 
town—perhaps one person or group at each Mass. Two at least at each Mass are coming to our 
church for the first time. They may be hesitating, looking around and may be discerning deeply 
whether Holy Family can be their SPIRITUAL HOME. My biggest question is how do we prepare, keep 
and maintain our HOME, the Church of Holy Family that all who join us even for a single celebration 
of the Eucharist may feel welcome, accepted, loved and their spiritual longing nourished! It is our 
paramount ministry to create an atmosphere of prayer and of loving care, a family where people feel 
they belong, where they are valued and accepted. Every parishioner has a role in building such a 
caring family—this can only happen when we are open, sincere, welcoming and friendly in our 
attitude to all. First impressions are often lasting impressions. When a person steps into a church for 
the first time, he or she evaluates the atmosphere. He asks himself: “Will they accept me? Will it be 
easy to make friends? Will my spiritual and personal needs be met? Will it be easy to find my way 
around? Will my family like it here?” Members of Holy Family Church should be made to feel that it 
does make a difference that he/she is there and that someone is happy to see them. Your willingness 
to serve as Greeter, reflects not only response to your Baptismal call to serve the people of God, but a 
commitment to Christ as you share in the welcoming, teaching and leading aspects of the church. You 
offer hospitality! A survey conducted in April 2008, almost 1,200 priests, deacons, vowed religious 
and lay ministers took part in a national summit to discuss the findings of the Emerging Models of 
Pastoral Leadership project. This report identified that one of the key marks of excellent parishes is 
that they are welcoming communities. It was also reported that having welcoming communities was 
one of the areas in which parishes were least successful. Our parishes will grow and thrive when we 
practice hospitality. With increased numbers of parishioners, our collections will increase and we will 
have more people available to contribute their time and talent toward parish ministries. More hands 
make light work.  

“We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making His appeal through us” 
Corinthians 5:20. As members of Christ’s Community, we are called to be ambassadors! Hospitality is 
an attitude of stewardship that connects people to the life of our church. To be welcoming is one of 
the most important calls that Christ gives His church. We are the front door. The Welcoming team 
fulfills the mission of showing that Holy Family is a church that welcomes each person, whether a 
regular parishioner or visitor, by acknowledging them with a warm hello or an encouraging smile. This 
small, but important connection can make the difference in whether a person is a one-time visitor or 
returns to become an active member. How a parish welcomes new parishioners can have a 
tremendous impact on the success of stewardship educational efforts in your parish. If parishioners 
feel warmly welcomed into the parish family from the very beginning, they are much more likely to 
be receptive to our annual stewardship appeal. Additionally, parishioners are usually much more 
willing to get involved and offer their gifts of time and talent in a parish where they are made to feel 
comfortable and welcomed. New parishioners can bring gifts to the parish that had never been 
present before – new talents, new experiences, new ideas and new commitments. By welcoming new 
parishioners appropriately, you have the opportunity to grow into a new and better parish. By 
ignoring new parishioners, you ignore the new gifts God is sending your way.  
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Sunday, November 4 

9:00 am  Frank Caruana - Sandy & Bill Tonzi 

11:15 am Mel Brown - Estate 

Monday, November 5 

12:15 pm  Judith (Judy) Nolan - Martin Nolan 

Tuesday, November 6 

12:15 pm Ann Sikora - Family 

Wednesday, November 7 

12:15 pm  John Sawran - Patty Farrell 

Thursday, November 8 NO Mass 

Friday, November 9 

10:00 am Mass at The Home 

12:15pm Bernard McDonnell - Grace LaDouce 

Saturday, November 10 

4:30 pm Joan & William Morgan - Family 

               Lawrence & Josephine Kenna - Family 

               Joseph Graney - Family 

Sunday, November 11 

9:00 am Joseph Savarese - Family  

11:15 am  Thomas McNabb - Geoff & Jenny Ianiri 

OUR PARISH THIS WEEK 

Tuesday, November 6 

10:00 -11:00 am - Clothes Closet - School 

Wednesday, November 7 

1:00pm Flying Novena after 12:15 Mass at Church 

1:00pm Parish Life Meeting - Sacristy 

Thursday, November 8 

6:00 - 7:00 pm Clothes Closet - School 

Saturday, November 10 

3:30 - 4:30 pm Confessions 

God Bless you for your generosity. Your support is needed 

and greatly appreciated.  

OUR THANKS to Brew Funeral Home, for sponsoring our 

bulletin this week. 

    Renovation Fund — Can You Help? 

ROOF RENOVATION FUND: My Dear Parishioners, Our parish of 

Holy Family has stood as a home and a beacon of faith for 

countless people of faith, seeking comfort and strength in Christ 

Jesus. With that faith and dedication our people built our beautiful 

parish church where the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is celebrated, 

children and adults are reborn in baptism, committed to Christ and 

the Church in confirmation, married and sent home to God. For 

over 184 years the Church of Holy Family has fulfilled its 

commitment to God’s people. Time and the elements have made it 

imperative to take a good look at our church and make necessary 

repairs which will assure that generations to come will find a home 

of comfort and strength in Christ Jesus like we have and as did our 

parents and grandparents. We have undertaken a capital 

campaign with the goal of putting a NEW ROOF to our church! The 

church remains a beautiful building, but it is in need of some 

substantial work! Our Roof Campaign Goal is $300,000.00. We are 

proud to announce that at the bulletin printing time we have 

received 207,219.00 (69.007%). Thank you for what you have 

sacrificed to contribute towards this Campaign!  

 

ADORATION AND BENEDICTION: will be held 

Wednesday, November 7th from 7-8:00pm. 

FAITH FORMATION UPDATES: November 11th- No Faith 

Formation Veteran’s Day Holiday. November 18th - Faith   

Formation. November 25th - Youth Group/Confirmation Year 1, 

5:30 - 7pm. 

HOLY FAMILY CHURCH ORNAMENT: Get your HOLY FAMILY 

CHURCH commemorative ornament now! There are limited 

quantities of the gold tone, brass etched ornaments - only $12.00 

each. Order forms are available in the back of the church. 

Ornaments will also be available after some masses. 

 HOLY FAMILY ADULT FALL SERIES CONITNUES: Join us as  

Fr. Robert Spitzer’s uses truth and reason in exploring Evidence of 

a Soul, On 11/5/18 from 7-8:30pm  in the School room 2. On 

11/12 our series will conclude with Why does God Allow Suffering. 

Come to one or come to all! 

HOLY FAMILY’S CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL (CMA): As 

of October 23, 2018, 72 of our total 504 households have 

committed themselves and offered $7,334 which is 20.9% of our 

total goal of $35076. Thank you all for your sacrifice and l continue 

to invite those who have not yet participated to continue praying 

about it and l am sure that you will join us along the way.  I am 

very optimistic that all of us will have made our pledges and 

met our goal by Christmas so that we may concentrate on 

other important local issues of our parish with the beginning 

of the year! Always know that you are important to our church 

family. Your presence will always make a difference in our 

prayers, worship and fellowship and parish development. If you 

can help your parish in this load, but do not want to contribute to 

the CMA directly, please place your check payable to Holy Family 

in the weekly collection and at the MEMO write “PARISH 

SPECIAL CARE” This will ensure that these monies are used to 

make up the difference. Please pray for the success of our efforts. 

Thank you. Fr. John 

SOUP KITCHEN SCHEDULE for November 10, SS PETER & 

JOHN CHURCH:  Mary Ann Finn, Betty LaPlante, Al Nicolella, 

Josie Nicolella, Christine Siddall, Karen Spinelli. 

ST. ALPHONUS PARISH LIFE COMMITTEE will be having a 

Turkey and Shrimp Raffle on  November 9, 2018 in the Father 

Gardner Parish Center at 95 Genesee Street with 18 chances to 

win either a Turkey, a 2.5 lb bag of shrimp or one of 2 door 

prizes!!  Free entrance, free beer, free food, ADULTS ONLY. 

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP   

 10/28/2018  

Attendance 333   

Regular Collection $6,788   

St. Joseph's School $95   

Roof $325   

Fuel & Heat $104   

World Mission $20  

All Saints $20  
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ALTAR SERVERS 

Saturday , November 11 

4:30 pm C. Duffy, K. Duffy 

Sunday, November 12 

9:00 am S. Mucedola 

11:15 am  J. White 

LECTORS 

Saturday , November 11 

4:30 pm A. Seneca, S. Marullo 

Sunday, November 12 

9:00 am A. Bryant, P. Ferrari 

11:15 am  J. Renahan, J. Kearse 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Saturday , November 11 

4:30 pm C. Tomandl, A. Seneca, A. Lane, D. Walsh 

Sunday, November 12 

9:00 am S. Weldon, S. Dec, S. Marullo, H. Delaney 

Nursing Home Minister: H. Delaney 

11:15 am  K. Pines, S. Mills, M. Warter, M. Lawson 

CYO BOTTLE AND CAN DRIVE: Return bottles & cans to The 

Can Kings on W. Genesee Street (across from Genesee 

Elementary) and  Holy Family CYO will donate all the funds raised 

to the HF school/gym account.  Please tell them it’s for Holy 

Family CYO! 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK;  Mary Adams, Roger Basha, 

Caroline Blowers,  Mark Cole, Sue Daly, Tim Daly, Gina DelPiano, 

Mary Dygert, Ginny Elardo, Michael Fronzek, Mary Guido, Carter 

Hergert, Caleb Jones, Joanne Komanecky, Elizabeth Lane, 

Frances Lane, Kathryn Malek, Sonja O’Brien, Jim O’Connor, Joan 

Petrucelli, Siobhan Phillippe, Jean Redmond, Roberta Slayton, 

Leonard Smith, Stacy,  those listed in our Book of Petitions and 

those serving our country: LCpl Brian Baxter USMC, Capt 

Gregory Baxter USMC, Capt DJ Benzing USAF, LtCol Joseph E. 

Brooks USAF, PFC Earl Doyle Jr. USA, Sgt Tom Ellis Sr. USA, 

SSgt Angel Gonzalez USA, Cpl Eddie Gonzalez USMC, Pvt 

Zachary Gonzalez USMC, CWO4 Roger Graf USA, 1SGT Zachary 

Howell USA, Sgt James Johnson USMC,  SFC Jason Mero USA, 

Pvt Justin Miller USA, E3 David Mirales US Navy,  

We welcome Quinn Joseph Telvock to our faith 

community. Congratulations to his family. 

EXPOSITION OF THE MOST BLESSED SACRAMENT AND 

BENEDICTION: Exposition takes place here at Holy Family every 

first Wednesday of the month from 7:00-8:00pm concluding with 

Benediction. The solemn exposition of the Holy Eucharist offers 

the opportunity to the people of God for  prayerful reflection on 

their call to a deeper devotion to the Eucharist and a more faithful 

living of the Christian life. It provides them with an opportunity to 

become more aware of Christ’s presence with his people and 

invites them to a spiritual communion with him. Come and spend 

some quiet time with the Lord, who is truly present in the Holy 

Eucharist and allow Him to transform your life. 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH LIFE COMMITTEE: Our Committee has 

been busy planning events for this coming year. On Veterans’ Day 

weekend Masses November 10th & 11th, members of our 

committee will be handing out plastic soldiers. These plastic 

soldiers will be a reminder to pray for all who have served our 

Country. Then on November 17th & 18th weekend we will hold our 

annual Bake Goods sale (pies, cookies, cakes, soup, etc.) in the 

church entrance. Thank you for all your caring and support! 

IN-PEWS ENVELOPES: The parish council has recommended 

the General Use Envelopes which are already placed in the pews 

to allow our seasonal parishioners and visitors to make an offering 

or request information from the parish. They can also be used by 

new parishioners who have not yet been registered to make their 

offering or requesting for registration forms. These envelopes can 

also be utilized for any other donation you would like to make to 

the church of Holy Family. 

                                                                   (continued from page 1) 

When a parish embraces the concepts of stewardship, it is 

important that new parishioners, too, be invited to share in the joy 

that stewardship can bring. . Remember that first impressions can 

be lasting impressions. Treat newcomers to your parish as 

cherished guests, not as imposters. Pope Francis addressed the 

role of an authentic Catholic community with these words: “Being 

Church means being God’s people, in accordance with the great 

plan of his fatherly love.  This means that we are to be God’s 

leaven in the midst of humanity.  It means proclaiming and 

bringing God’s salvation into our world, which often goes astray 

and needs to be encouraged, given hope and strengthened on the 

way.  The Church must be a place of mercy freely given, where 

everyone can feel welcomed, loved, forgiven and encouraged to 

live the good life of the Gospel.” Therefore, it is important that 

each person be greeted as the body of Christ, the Church, gathers 

together. The welcome of a greeter sets a tone of love. It reminds 

people that they are entering a special time of worship, where they 

will experience God, and God’s love. Maybe someone has had a 

difficult week. A warm greeting can remind people that they are 

entering a place that will treat them differently than the way the 

world treated them. A warm greeting also reaffirms to each person 

that they belong. It’s a way of saying, “You belong here, and we 

are glad that you do.” After all, everyone is important to the body 

of Christ. 

A new parishioner in a parish gave this living testimony: “We 

weren't asked to publicly introduce ourselves or given anything, 

but a few folks did approach us afterward and looked us in the 

eye, shook our hands, and learned our names. They invited us to 

coffee time and to a religious education hour. They talked to our 

kids. Nothing was heavy handed--just a considerate, welcoming 

invitation into the life of the community.  

These extensions of hospitality yielded benefits for all of us. We 

got to know the church community and were able to share our 

gifts there. We were buoyed up with moral support and friendship 

and thoughtfulness. And we felt compelled to do the same for 

others.” The famous quote of Mother Teresa “The biggest disease 

is not leprosy or tuberculosis, but rather the feeling of being 

unwanted." A nod and a smile and a kind word might not solve all 

the world's problems, but it would be a start--both for the giver and 

the recipient. Through the discipline of hospitality, every one of us 

can remedy that disease with those we encounter. Fr. John 
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